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29.08.2018

Dear Dr. Jayshree Pranshankar Mehta,

As you are aware, the State of Kerala faced an unprecedented natural calamity – the calamity
of the century – in the form of devastating floods. Torrential rainfall led to the overflowing of all 44
rivers and all major dams had to be opened which resulted in massive flooding & landslips, taking
a heavy toll on life and property. It was the most severe deluge in the history of the State and all
14 districts in the State suffered heavy damage leaving 392 people dead and over 26,000 rendered
homeless. More than 14 lakh people belonging to 4 lakh families are still housed in 4000 odd relief
camps. The impact of the flood on the State economy, especially in the agriculture and commercial
sectors, is huge. Infrastructure like roads, bridges, houses and other bui ldings have been completely/
partially destroyed. A preliminary estimate has pegged the loss at Rs.20,000 crore, which is bound
to go up on a final assessment. Our focus now is two pronged: while carrying out relief activities
we are also focusing on rehabilitation, and restoration of infrastructure. What we intend is not
merely to repair the ruined infrastructure but to build a new Kerala. To survive and rebuild, we
need an enormous infusion of resources, which our tattered economy is currently not in a position
to provide all by itself.

It is under these circumstances that we solicit the full-fledged support and co-operation of one
and all across the globe in our efforts to put our State back on her feet.

MCI being the premier statutory of the Government of India for developing quality medical
education with a high degree of commitment to social causes and human welfare, I take this
opportunity to request your wholehearted support to our endeavor. Along with your organization’s
support we would request you to kindly take the initiative to solicit assistance from all the institutions
under you as well as their employees and facilitate contributions to Chief Minister’s Distress Relief
Fund which is the single aggregation account designated to channelize deployment of resources
for the reconstruction and rebuilding of Kerala.

Once again, may I request you to partner with the people of Kerala to rehabilitate and rebuild
the lives of those devastated by rain and flood. If you have already contributed to this noble cause
I acknowledge the magnanimous gesture and render gratitude on behalf of the entire state.

Yours sincerely,

Pinarayi Vijayan

Dr. Jayshree Pranshankar Mehta
President,
MCI.


