
Frequen Questions (FAQs)

FMGs covered by National Medical Commission (Foreign Medical Graduate Licentiate)

Regulations, 2021

Discloimer: These FAQi ore in the noture ol explonotion for eose of understonding of the

generol public ond connot be upheld in o court of low, Pleose refer to the relevont
gozette notificotions for legol vdlidity.

Q1 who is a Foreign Medical Graduate (FMG)?

A person who does not have basic graduation or primary qualification (undergraduate

medical degree) from any University/medical college/institution in lndia, seeking

license for medical practice in lndia. /Reg. 2 (c) of FMGL. 20211

Q2 When do the FMGL Regulations, 2021 come into force?

18'h Nov, 2021 /Reg. 1 (2) of FMGL. 20211

Q3 What empowers National Medical Commission (NMC) to regulate Foreign Medacal

Graduates (FMGs)?

Sectlon 5/ read with sub-sectiun (4) of scction 15 of Nutionul Medir-al Comrnission Act,

2019

Q4 Who is exempt from provisions of FMGL Regulations, 2021?

1. These regulations are not applicable to-
a. Foreign medical graduates who have acquired a foreign medical degree or

primary qualification, as the case may be, prior to 18th Nov, 2021;

b. Candidates who are pursuing their undergraduate medical education in

foreign institutions prior to 18th Nov, 2021; and

c. Such foreign medical graduates who are specifically exempted by the

Commission or the central Government, as the case may be, by notlfication
2. The foreign medical graduates who have acquired a foreign medical degree or

primary qualification, as the case may be, and the candidates who are pursuing

their education in foreign instltutions, prior to 18th Nov, 2021, shall be governed

by the previously applicable regulations. IReg. 5 ol FMGL. 20271

a5 What should be the duration of the course leading to foreign medical degree?

Minimum duration of fifty-four months IReg.4 (a) (i) of FMGL. 20211

Q6 What should be the medium of instruction during the course?

English [Reg. 4 (al (iiil of FMGL. 20211

Q7 What are the subjects to be studied during the course?

a. A course of theory, practical and clinical traininS equivalent to Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBSI of lndia; and
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b. An internship of lwelve months in addition to the course, in the same foreign
institution where Ihe primary medicalqualification has been obtained, along with
hands-on training in clinical subjects including but not limited to Community
Medicine, General Medicine, Psychiatry, Paediatrics, General Surgery,

Anaesthesia, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Orthopaedics, Otorhinolaryngology,
OphthalmoloSy, Dermatolo8y, Emergency or Casualty services, lab services and

thelr sub-speclalties; and

c. The course and internship or clinical clerkship shall be commensurate with the
MBBS course of lndia in accordance with the Regulations on Graduate Medical
Education, 1997 and subsequent amendments thereto, and shall include the
subjects mentioned therein as are duly recognised by the Commission under sub-

section (2) of section 61 of the NMC Act, 2Ot9 [Reg. 2 (i), (ii) of Schedule t of FMGL.

20211

Q8 Oo FMGs need to appear for the National Exit Test?

FMGS have to clear the National Exit Test 0r such other mandated test or tests

conducted by NMC IReg. 4 (d) of FMGL. 20271

Do FMGS need to be reSistered in the country which awards them the degree?Q9

Yes; FMGs need to be registered with the respective professional regulatory body or
otherwise, competent to grant license to practice medicine in their respective

iurisdiction of the country in which the medical degree is awarded and at par with the
license to practice medicine given to citizen of that country fReg. 4 (b) ol FMGL. 20211

Q10 ls there any time limit for completion of the course?

Yes; the total duration of the foreign medical graduation course shall be completed
within ten years from the date ofjoining the course. ffle9. 2 (iv) ofSchedule I of FMGL.

20271

Q11 Are FMGS allowed tr.r take transfer to arr lrrdlan rnetlical college for internshlp and

exams?

No; The entire course, traininS and internship or clerkship shall bc donc outside lndia

in the same foreign medical institution throughout the course of study and no part of
medical training and internship shall be done in lndia or in any country other than
country from where the primary medical qualification is obtained. [Reg. 2 (iii) of
Schedule I of FMGL. 20211

Q12 What are the regulations applicable for internship of FMGS?

lnternship of FMGs shall be as per provisions of National Medical commission
(Compulsory Rotating Medical lnternship) Regulations, 2021.

Q13 What should be the duration of the internship?

Minimum duration of twelve months in the same foreiSn medical institution IReg. 4

(o) (ii) of FMGL. 20211
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Q]4 ls it mandatory for FMGs to do internship in lndia?

Yes; ln addition to completing an internship f or a minimum duration of twelve months

in the same foreign medical institution, FMGS are required to undergo a supervised

internship in lndia for a minimum term of twelve months,

Q15 Where should FMGs apply for internship?

FMGs should apply for internship with the respective State Medical Council through

National Medical Commission.

What are the conditions to be fulfilled by FMGS to be eligible for internship in lndia?

FMGS must have:

(i) undergone a course leading to foreign medical de8ree with minimum duration of
fifty-four months;
(ii) undergone an internship for a minimum duration of twelve months in the same

foreign medical institution;
(iii) received a foreign medical degree with medium of instructions in En8lish;

(iv) studied the mandatory subjects specified in the Schedule-l;
(v) registered with the respective professional regulatory body or otherwise,

competent to grant license to practice medicine in their respective jurisdiction of the

country in which the medical degree is awarded and at par with the license to practice

medicine given to citizen of that country;
(vi) passed the screening test or National Exit Test or such other mandated test or tests

conducted by NMC;

(vi) obtained provisional registration from the respective State Medical Council.

ls internship/clerkship same as that of clinical posting & training during the 54 months

of MBBS course or is it separate?

Q16

Q17
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No; internship/clerkship and clinical posting & training are separate phases of practical

learning. while, clinical posting & training is a part of the 54 months MBBs course,

internship is done after the completion of MBBS course but is an integral part of
undergraduate medical education degree.

Q18 What are the provisions regarding online classes?

Foreign Medical Graduates are allowed to undergo online classes of theory subjects

only and supplemented by offline practical and clinical trainlng done in the Medical

University and its affiliated Hospital during the course of MBBS. They are also required

to furnish Certificate of successful completion for the same.

4956870/2026/UGMEB  -NMC

3

File No. U-15024/15/2024-UGMEB(Pt)(PublicNotice) (Computer No. 8389863)


